
“Becoming Thurgood” High School Lesson Plan 
Question Formulation Technique (QFT) and Inquiry Lesson Plan (High School Level)  

Lesson Slideshow High School Level, Lesson Handouts High School Level 

 

Step 1: Q-Focus 
The Q-Focus is the image, document, video, or object that is the focus for 
generating questions.  
For the lesson Q-Focus, students watch a short video that shows 
people traveling to and preparing for the March on Washington.   
 
Teacher Notes: If you find it too difficult to use a video as a Q-Focus, 
consider using the Q-Focus photograph for the elementary level 
lesson. Students will develop their understanding of Thurgood 
Marshall from quotations and video clips within the slideshow and 
handouts. If students need more basic information, there is a 
reading provided in the Middle School materials.  
 
In this first step, explain to students that they will have five minutes to 
generate as many questions as possible. 
 

 

Step 2: Generate Questions 
This step has students  generate as many questions about the Q-Focus as 
possible without pausing.   

●​ Teachers should play the video through one time and allow 
students to just watch and consider what questions they have.  

●​ Teachers should then prepare students with slide 3 by 
explaining the process for generating questions.  

●​ Teachers should show the video again.  
●​ Then students should work in small groups, partners, or alone 

to generate as many questions as they can in five minutes.  
The teacher can provide a link to the video on student devices. 
A transcript is also available for the video.   

 

 

 

Step 3: Improve Questions  
This step has students  analyze their own questions by sorting them into 
“closed” and “open” questions. Then they change one question type to the 
other. The purpose of this step is to help students understand the value 
of both closed and open questions in problem solving, inquiry and 
investigation. 

●​ Teachers should explain to students what closed and open 
questions are and provide examples in the slides.  

●​ The teachers then instruct the students to go down their list of 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1INNR2vtutQpOAiqaaKxN_0VQJYptRUDHleL4t2wtGl4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qW7rktnFbZMR_w9xD5a6xagoqEJjEgU6QlHmbfNnGyw/edit?usp=drive_link
https://becomingthurgoodmpt.thinkport.org/qft-lesson-plans/video-march.html


 

 

questions and put a C next to CLOSED questions, an O next to 
OPEN question and a ? next to any if they are unsure.  

●​ Circulate to check for student understanding and/or ask 
students to share examples. 

●​ Then instruct students to take one closed question and turn it 
into an open one. Additionally, they should take one open 
question and turn it into a closed question. Provide examples 
for students from the slides. ​ ​  

 

 

 

Step 4: Prioritize Questions  
This step has students prioritize questions for different reasons.  
Students will prioritize questions that they want to answer and questions 
that they think might help the class answer the lesson inquiry question. 
The teacher can choose a different focus for the “prioritize” step based 
on the Next Steps.  

●​ Ask the students to put a circle next to three questions that 
they would really like to know the answer to.   

●​ Ask student groups to share some of their chosen questions.  
●​ The teacher then introduces the lesson inquiry question and 

asks students to put a triangle next to three questions that 
would help answer the inquiry question.   

●​ Students should share their prioritized questions with a 
partner, a different group, and/or the class.  

 

 

 

 

Step 5: Next Steps (Guided Inquiry)  
This step has the teacher use the initial generation and analysis of 
questions to extend learning. This could include doing research to 
answer some of the students' questions, engaging the class in a focused 
inquiry, adding additional primary sources to the lesson, or other 
extensions.   
 
Note to Teacher: For the rest of the lesson, students will engage in 
an inquiry using additional sources to explore the life of Thurgood 
Marshall.  
In order to answer the inquiry question, “Why was Thurgood 
Marshall called ‘Mr. Civil Rights’?” students will investigate additional 
primary sources; analyze quotations from relatives, colleagues, and 
scholars; read about Supreme Court cases; and watch video clips 
from the Maryland Public Television film “Becoming Thurgood: 
America’s Social Architect.” Tell students that the class will learn 
about an important person who helped to change the course of 



history, named Thurgood Marshall.   
●​ Remind students of the inquiry question: “Why was Thurgood 

Marshall called ‘Mr. Civil Rights’?” 
●​ Explain the Inquiry Cycle and Primary and Secondary sources 

to students.  
●​ Share with students the note on slide 14 to help them 

understand and be prepared for the historical language in the 
inquiry (primary sources and videos). 

 

 

Teacher Note: The student handouts include a series of primary 
source sets at the end of the document. The first four sets will be 
used in the first part of the lesson. The next six will be used in the 
second part of the lesson. Print and distribute to students. There are 
two sets per piece of paper. Color copies are not required.  

●​ Distribute the four primary source sets with stars in the 
bottom right corner to students or student groups.   

●​ Explain to students that all of the sets relate to the early life of 
Thurgood Marshall.  

●​ Have students predict what these primary source images will 
tell us about Thurgood Marshall’s connection to civil rights. 

 

 

 

●​ Distribute page 1 of the student handouts and tell students 
they will use the note catcher as they explore the sources on 
Thurgood Marshall.   

●​ Show students the 3-minute video clip about Thurgood 
Marshall’s early life. Ask students to take notes about his early 
life.  

●​ Share the quotation with students on slide 17. Ask students to 
consider how this story could connect to “Mr. Civil Rights.”  

●​ Instruct students to reexamine the primary source sets with 
the stars and look for connections to the video and quotation. 

 

 

 

●​ Show students the second 3-minute video about Marshall’s life 
at Howard University and his work with Charles Hamilton 
Houston.  

●​ Remind them to add to their organizer. 
●​ Review the quotation on slide 20 and ask them how the story 

in this quotation connects to civil rights.   
●​ Instruct students to reexamine the primary source sets with 

the stars and look for connections to the video and quotation. 
 



 

 

 

●​ Show students the third video on Marshall’s life about his early 
work with the NAACP.  The video is 3 minutes and 42 seconds. 

●​ Remind them to add to their organizer. 
●​ Instruct students to reexamine the primary source sets with 

the stars and look for connections to the video. 

 

●​ Have students work with a partner to reexamine the primary 
source sets and add to their note catcher.   

●​ Have students generate an additional question about the 
images. 

 

Reflect 
●​ Have students revisit their initial questions and reexamine 

them. 
●​ Invite students to think about the structure of the lesson by 

asking them to reflect on their learning.  Ask them how they 
felt about a lesson that focused on asking questions.  

 

 

Step 5: Next Steps (Guided Inquiry) cont’d 
●​ If starting part 2 on a new day, review the inquiry question 

with students and review what has been learned about 
Thurgood Marshall. A good way to review would be to have 
students take out the primary source image sets and talk with 
a partner about how the images connect to Thurgood 
Marshall’s story. 

●​ When reintroducing the inquiry question, ask students, “Can 
you think of anything we learned yesterday that either made 
Thurgood Marshall want to fight for civil rights or demonstrate 
that he was fighting for civil rights?”   

 

 

●​ To frame Part 2, students will need some basic background 
about the U.S. Supreme Court and the process of appeals.   

●​ Review the basic materials on slides 29 and 30.   
●​ Show the video about the Murray v. Pearson (1936) case. The 



 

 

video is one minute and 34 seconds. Ask students to turn and 
talk about how this case was an example of the ideas 
explained on slides 29 and 30. 

 

 
 
 

●​ Distribute to students the six image sets that have a small 
circle in the bottom right.   

●​ Have students investigate the images and predict what civil 
rights might be connected to each image. 

 

 

 

 

●​ Direct students back to their note catcher to the Supreme 
Court case section. Students could add Murray v. Pearson 
(1936). 

●​ Instruct them to add to their note catcher as they watch the 
next video about the Smith v. Allwright (1944) case. Remind 
them to look at their primary source sets as well.   

●​ Watch the video about Smith v. Allwright. The video is three 
minutes and 50 seconds. 

●​ Have students add to their note catcher. 

 

 

●​ Watch the video about the strategy for fighting inequality in 
education. The video is three minutes and 27 seconds. 

●​ Have students add to their note catcher.  



 

 

●​ Watch the final video about Brown v. Board of Education (1954) 
and the aftermath of resistance. The video is seven minutes 
and 53 seconds. 

●​ Have students add to their note catcher.  
●​ Distribute pages 2-4 to partners or small groups (single-sided 

copies). 
●​ Have students match the case titles with the summaries by 

using context clues to make the matches. 
●​ Have student groups match the cases to the primary source 

image sets and write the related cases in the box provided.  
Some image sets will connect to more than one case. Answers 
are on slide 43.  

●​ Distribute pages 5-6 to each student and have them briefly 
summarize the details of each Supreme Court case. 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher note: The third part of the lesson asks students to 
corroborate and extend their ideas by looking at quotations from the 
film “Becoming Thurgood.” The teacher could have students review 
all the quotes or could jigsaw the activity.    

●​ Begin the lesson by reviewing the inquiry question with 
students and reviewing what has already been learned.   

 

 

●​ Introduce students to the idea of corroboration. 
●​ Distribute quotations from the film. 
●​ Have students read the quotations and choose two (by 

checking the boxes) that they think connect most to the 
inquiry question.  



 

 

 

 

 

●​ To set up the final activity, review the ideas on slide 50 and 
present the questions to students on slide 51. 

●​ Watch the video, which integrates the original Q-Focus clip in 
an edited 3-minute clip that explores how Thurgood Marshall 
helped to make the Civil Rights Movement possible, but also 
explains how he provided legal support through the Legal 
Defense Fund for the civil rights protesters and activists.  

●​ Return to the inquiry question and discuss before asking 
students to answer the inquiry question in writing. 

●​ Remind students to look to their readings, primary source 
sets, and Supreme Court cases.  ​
 

Teacher note: If you would like to provide students with a graphic 
organizer for answering the inquiry question, the middle school 
handouts have one.  
  

 


